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October 22. 1959 



MEMORANDUM OF CONFERENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT 
October 16. 1959 



Other • present: 



Secretary Herter, Mr. Rdnhardt, Mr. 
Merchant, Mr. Kohler. General Goodpaster 



Mr. Herter said he had brought the group in to discus* summit 
meetings and trips with the Prssidsnt. He showed the President 
suggested letters to Adenauer, de Gaulle and Maemillan regarding 
a summit meeting in December. After reading the drafts the 
President thought we must stress that* until we know the West has 
achieved a concerted viewpoint on major problems, we cannot hold 
a summit meeting to consider these problems. He therefore asked 
whether we are thinking of making some kind of agreement on Berlin 
at a summit meeting, he asked what the State Department thinks we 
should do about Berlin. Mr. Herter thought our main aim should 
be to get Khrushchev to agree to put a moratorium on this issue for 
a couple of years. The President said he would have no objection 
to new measures in Berlin and Germany. He commented that, for 
example, it is time to pull out some of our forces now located in 
Europe. He cited the balance of payments difficulty the United States 
is experiencing at the present time. He thought we should get tough 
with Britain. Germany and France to get them to take up more of the 
load. Mr. Herter said there is some indication of British thinking 
of shifting from emphasis upon missiles and aircraft back toward 
conventional forcea, although he doubted that they would Increase 
their forces on the continent of Europe. The President suggested 
for example making the Europeans furnish the Commander for the 
European NATO Command, and simply leaving one of our divisions 
there. He commented that the United States, after all* paid for most 
of the air bases and other infrastructure, and has paid the whole cost 
of atomic weapons. He thought we should put no more military assistance 
into Europe. They are now able to support themselves. 

Mr. Herter commented that Berlin is something of a symbol. It 
would be practical to cut our force in Berlin, but it should not appear 
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that we are being forced out by the Soviets. He thought that the 
beet time to coneider a cutback in forcee would be ia connection 
with disarmament talke. 

The President asked why we could not. for the Western meeting, 
go to Geneva a few days ahead of a summit meeting. Mr. Merchant 
said it would be humiliating for Adenauer to be in Geneva for the 
Western meeting and then have to leave as the summit began. 
Paris would be better for the Western meeting. 

The President aeked again whether the State Department had any 
ideas concerning the substance of an interim agreement on Berlin. 
Mr. Herter replied that they think we should simply try to buy 
time. The President said that if we assume that the Soviets are 
not going to be so generous as this, we must then consider where 
we want to be for the next ten years. The East Germans can 
stop all economic connection with West Berlin. They could make 
West Berlin a dead weight on us. Ia his opinion, the Western 
world made a mistake in 1944 and 1945 and must now find a way 
to pay for it. 

The President next aeked as to meeting in Bonn rather than in 
Paris. Alternatively, he said it might be possible to have General 
de Gaulle here for his state visit in November, having Adenauer and 
Macmillan come here at the end of this visit for four-powsr talks, 
and having the Geneva meetings follow immediately. I pointed 
out that one complication is that de Gaulle feels committed to go to 
England first, and cannot visit there until after the Queen has had 
her baby next spring. The President suggested that the State 
Department people get word to Macmillan that the British should 
tell de Gaulle that, because of the Queen's condition, the British are 
not pushing their claim to have him visit Britain first. He said that 
what he really wants to find out is, while Germany le divided, what 
solution for Berlin would Adenauer accept. Mr. Herter said the 
Germans believe they might maintain the status quo with us sup- 
porting them. Mr. Merchant added that the Germans are ehowing 
themselves more and more rigid, with Adenauer less and less 
acceesible, and with a consequent inability to negotiate. The 

President said this makes clear to him that we should have a 
Westsrn summit meeting first to review all this and see if we can 
find any basis for going on to a summit meeting. Mr. Herter said 
that Couve de Murville had said to him in confidence that the British, 
French and U. S. ehould be talking about Adenauer; he is worried over 



Adanauer'a rigidity. The President said ontfcia baeia a period of 
two day* just prior to a summit meeting would not bo enough to 
concert Weetern viewe. Mr. Hmrtmx said 2m thought wo should 
•tort op a working group on summit question* at once. Tho 
Preeldent agreed, bat addod that wo obviooaly need to havo eomo 
period of Una between tho two meetings, and ahoold hive a 
Waatarn summit meeting an oarly as poaslble, Ha said ho ia think- 
ing of tho next six or aeven yaaro. Do wo havo anything to eay 
concerning dUan&amant, an interim plan on Berlin* etc. Ha thinks 
we are being a little unrealistic and impractical in thinking merely 
oi a moratorium. 

Mr. Hertar said he thought wo could work out some kind of a status 
for a "guaranteed city*' for Wast Berlin. He added that the Soviets 
probably will not let Wast Berlin become a part of Weat Germany. 



::*.::: jn further discussion tbe'Presideut said that wo should hava 
a Westsrn summit meeting hero in the next week if wo are to bo ready 
for a summit meeting in Geneva in December. Ho addod that if we 
are simplygslng to stand on tho status ono there is no roaeon for a 
summit masting. Ho commented that ho thought that ho could strike 
a bargain on his own with Khrushchev if ho wore to try to do ao. but he 
knew our allies would not accept his acting unilaterally. He said hs 
thought tie foreign Ministsrs must come to Washington Immediately 
and wo must find out if there is say possibility of going to Geneva 
with an agreed program. Mr. Merchant said tho West could agree 
quickly on a Berlin position based on a moratorium, but that Khrushchev 
would not accept it. (He commented that the British for some reason 
think that ho would accept it, bjt no one else does. } Tho President 
recalled that ho has not rigidly committed himself to a —nrrmrit meet* 
lag. He sees ao use in going to a summit mooting if wo are simply 
exposing ourselves to insults by Khrushchev. He added that the U. S. 
should not havo to take tho primary part as regards European security 
measures. Tho European countries should do so. Mr. Heater eaid 
that the Germans want to bo able to say that they had to yield to their 
allies. 



Th* Preeident acknowledged that we are in the eituattoa where we 
have two million people ia the middle of Zaeten Germany, with 
reaponaibillty for them reetiag right here. Ho would Ilka to ae« 
how this could bo reaolved. 

Mr. Herter said ho could try to arrange a Foreign Mlaietere mast- 
lag. Tho President commented that if this ia not done th«r« ahould 
bo a Western aummit, with a prior atato viait by do Gaullo if aecea- 
aary. Tho ahortaat way would bo to moot in London. In any caae, 
thia is tho noxt oaaontiLal. Wo would tall our alliaa that with all tho 
many questions that exist concarning tho summit, ita timing, aganda. 
and dlffaring viawpointa on major questions, it ia of critical importance 
that thara bo a Waatern •ummit maotlng at tho aarUaat possible data. 
Ho Mid bo would go within a week, or anytime tharoaftar. Tha only 
alternative ho could aaa would bo for tho Foreign Miaiatera to moat 
in Bona ao that they would have accaaa to Adenauer. While he 
would prefer to have tho summit meeting hare, ho waa prepared to 
go to Europe. Ha did not wank to go to Bonn. After further diacue- 
eioa. It waa agreed that Parle would be the moat auttable apot. Tho 
Praaidant aaid thia would be a etrictly bueineaa maatiag with ao 
social affairs, no ceremonies, etc. The State Department group 
undertook to redraft the latter a ia the foregoing aeaee. 



A. J. Goodpaeter 
Brigadier General, USA 



